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Carter era begins 


New St. Paul mayor proposes police review, college savings plan, minimum wage hike 


PHOTOS BY JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 


Surrounded by family and with wife Sakeena Futrell-Carter holding a Bible, new St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter III is congratulated by Hennepin County 
District Judge Tanya Bransford, a family friend, who administered the oath of office Tuesday at Central High School. 


By Frederick Melo e fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter III, the grandson of a Humboldt High School janitor, ushered 
in his administration on a dramatic note Tuesday — calling for changes to police use-of-force 
procedures, a $50 college savings account for every child and a $15 citywide minimum wage. 


The city’s first black mayor 
also called for a new tone in 
government while criticizing 
the controversial third verse of 
the national anthem as “an ode 
to slavery.” 

Before an audience of hun- 
dreds, the former St. Paul City 
Council member and state 
employee took the oath of office 
Tuesday at Central High 
School, his alma mater; he was 
sworn in by Hennepin County 
District Judge Tanya Brans- 
ford, whose family has known 
the Carter family for genera- 
tions. 

Carter, 38, is St. Paul’s first 
mayor of color and one of the 
youngest since the Capital 
City’s founding in 1854. He is 
the 46th mayor of St. Paul. 

“Over the last year, many poli- 
ticians have declined to answer 
when America was great,” said 
Carter, in a rousing address 
that promised to celebrate rath- 
er than tolerate the city’s diver- 
sity and double-down against 
economic inequality. “Here’s 


A dancer with the Ain Dah Yung Center Dance Group see 
Tuesday during the inauguration of St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter III at 
Central High School. 


my answer: We prove our great- 
ness, again and again, with 
every generation that redeems 
the value of those powerful 
words that launched our 
democracy — ‘We the People’ 
— by fighting to ensure that 
‘we’ truly means all of us.” 


The new mayor added later: 

“Now is an exciting time for 
St. Paul. We have more places 
than ever to enjoy art and 
music and eat a great meal. We 
have big development 
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What mayor 
meant by ‘ode 
to slavery’ 


By Tad Vezner 


tvezner@pioneerpress.com 


During his inaugural speech 
Tuesday, St. Paul Mayor Melvin 
Carter III said he was honored to 
have a locally born musician 
present at his own Central High 
School to sing the national 
anthem — with a big caveat. 

“We cannot ignore the painful 
reminder, written into our 
anthem’s third verse, of just how 
deeply injustice is rooted in the 
American tradition Our 
national freedom song is an ode 
to slavery,” Carter said. 

“This is the American paradox, 
passed from generation to gener- 
ation, dating back to the noble 
group of rich white straight male 
landowners who embedded into 
our founding principles a yearn- 
ing for a set of God-given rights 
they sought to secure for only 
themselves,” the mayor added. 

Carter is referring to a verse 
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Lift Bridge Brewery in Stillwater has expansion plans on tap 


$10 million ‘10-year-plan’ project includes tap room on five-acre site 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


Lift Bridge Brewery in Stillwater 
is expanding in a big way. 
Company officials announced 


Tuesday that they plan to build a 
35,000-square-foot 


$10 million, 


brewery and tap room in Stillwater. 
They are working with city officials 
in Stillwater and hope to get $1 mil- 
lion in tax-increment financing for 
the project, said Brad Glynn, co- 
founder and co-owner. 

The brewery, which is currently 
located at 1900 Tower Drive W., 


needs more space, Glynn said. It 
has outgrown the 16,000 square 
feet it currently owns and leases, 
he said. 

“We are completely out of space,” 
he said. “We have had to rent an 
additional trailer for additional 
cooler space, which is really ineffi- 


cient for moving things around for 
packaging. We need a bigger brew 
house, a bigger packing line, bigger 
fermentation tanks. Everything 
needs to get bigger and more effi- 
cient.” 

Lift Bridge will likely stay in the 
city’s industrial area; they plan to 
announce the location of their new 
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Franken 
resigns; 
now what 
happens? 


Cascade of events, 
job changes, begins 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota lost a senator and a 
lieutenant governor Tuesday, 
but each will be replaced 
Wednesday. 

A carefully choreographed 
sequence of events with just a 
touch of pomp is designed to 
ensure the state doesn’t miss a 
beat in a cascade of changes 
brought about by the resignation 
of former U.S. Sen. Al Franken. 

And yes, as of noon Tuesday, 
he became “former Senator Al 
Franken.” (Note: If you meet him 
on the street, thou shalt still 
address him as “Senator Fran- 
ken,” since members of Con- 
gress retain their titles, accord- 
ing to Emily Post.) 

By sundown Wednesday, Tina 
Smith will be the state’s junior 
senator, and state Senate Presi- 
dent Michelle Fischbach will 
also be the state’s lieutenant 
governor. 

Whether the brief drama will 
result in a restoration of the nat- 
ural order is open to interpreta- 
tion. Fischbach is a Republican, 
Gov. Mark Dayton is a Democrat, 
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Protests in 
lran put 
U.S. policy 


in focus 


More than 20 
dead in ongoing 
economic unrest 


By Carol Morello 
and Anne Gearan 
Washington Post 


The Trump administration 
accused the Iranian government 
Tuesday of blocking or sup- 
pressing communications used 
by anti-government protesters 
and began laying groundwork 
for new international sanctions 
targeting alleged human rights 
abuses. 

As the protests continued for 
the sixth day, the Trump admin- 
istration attempted to grasp 
whether discontent would spiral 
into a full-fledged uprising or be 
smothered in government sup- 
pression. The demonstrations 
began over economic grievanc- 
es, but quickly turned political 
as people in cities and towns 
around the nation chanted 
broadly anti-government slo- 
gans. 

U.S. officials from the White 
House to the State Department 
to the United Nations hastened 
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